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CHRISTIAN. FRIENDS. 
AND READERS, SPECIALLY 
of the County of Giucſter, = 
\ Ome of you, the ear-witnefles of what is — 
here (with a little enlargement) preſented © 
'to your view, were pleaſed in a ſerious. i. 
judgement to proteſt my obligation t@publiſh *% 


. 
Fr . 


- 


thele notes, as they might be uſefull towardsthg *g* 
quieting and compoling the ſpirits of the godlſh # . 
in the complaining times we livein; upon this - 
account you have them; Now,on the contrary, 
ſome may fall a judging me for this attempt; but 

I ſhallnotinfift upon the preventing their ob- 
jections; It God have the leaſt glory , and any 

foul helpt forward in his blefled wayes, by what 

he hath here taught me, twill, with men, abun- 
dancly bear down what ever prejudice or miſ. 
priſton can raiſe. by 
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oy onlyy;t any > will voy, What OY [ among 

the ProphetFLet him anſwer hi himſelf.that'; grace 
is fre od boutdlefſc,and thenl ſhalf onl y beg 
hjeprayer from him, that , Fo whom meek is 
forgiven, he may love much : The Lord keep 
\ All is people waiting for him, and guidethem 
in ſtrait paths, which is.the main import ofthis 
weak diſcourſe, and the prayer of 


Bowrton on the water, +, Lomre in the Lord Feſws: 
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ISa1AH Chap: 26+ Ver: A Mg 


y Bis Kennalibal Prophet having in the Pu? 
Chapterdeclared the great, and bleſſed delivers -. :;-. 
| ances both ſpiricuall,8& temporall of Jeſus Chriſt en 

fi £9 Rt .co his people, the glorious propagation of the. -* 
Mn thy g o_ Se" Goſpel,ver:6. of that chapter, His removing the face: " 
By of the covering, and the vail from: fall people. v:7. . The © 
taking away the rebuke of his people from © ff the face of the earth: v: : {His 

hand refling upon the mountain of his people, and hu enemies troddn dewn © 
= bim: v: 10. At this chap: he hath compoſed a ſong for the 
Saints and people of God, magnifying the ſtrength, . prote&ion, 
and preſence of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, afcribing all the glory-uns 
to him ; ſer forth indeed in a moſt ſweet and admirable holy elo= 
quence as any Scripture we meet with. 

In thisletter theſe deliverances, for which this ſong and cx-- 
altation of the Lord is calculated, may refer either tothat bars, 
den of thie Moabites, deſcribed ſo full of woes, Chap: 15. and 16+ 
or to that famous deliverance by the hand of Cyrw, and ſo'this 
ſong may be conceived to be one of thoſe which the Babylonians 
ſo ſharply taunted them with in the captivitie, Sing ws one of your 
fongs of Zion,Plal. 137. this the chief of thoſe Songs. Bur as all that 
hog picallof Jeſus Chriſt, and the Goſpel-timesz ſo this isa 

or any a ſaved by the Lord,when the times of Chriſts - 

_ are neer, and ſoit may be more then conjeured that 
the confummation of that run reſt ofthe Saints, ſet. ts. 
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| Rev: 229 14. Bleſſed are they that ave right tothe tree of life, and may 
enter in through the gates t3 the City,may reter tothe ewo tut yerſes 
of this chapter and Song. | 

1. Here then briefly you havethe Church ſet forch in a very 
glorioas metaphor, As a ſtrong City, God appriniing ſalvation for 
bulwarks, ver:'1. 

2. The Cirtizens,the Saints entring into ir,d-ſcribed by a moſt 
excellent charaer. The righteous nation keeping truth. ver: 2. 

3. Their moſt choice and glorious priviledge at the 30: verſe, 

Kept in perfe@ peace. 
- * 4+. Theirl\ifting up of the name of the Lord as their everlaſt- 
ige ſtrength. v: 4. the rock of ages as rhe original. 

$. The ſtrange revolutions and turnings of things upſide 
down, v: 5, 6. He bringeth down th:m that dwell on high ; and the lofty 
City, and the poore, the feet of the poore ſpall tread i. down. 

Atthe 7th. their adoring the righteoaſneil: oi God in all his 
wayes and diſpenſations,we have ſeveral] readings of that Scci- 
pture, The way of the Juit # upr ightneſſe :V ia Juſto reGitudines, as rhe 
moſt proper and genuine, that is, The way of God to the juſt is 
uprightnefſe, and thou weighelt che parh of thejuit,thou makeft 
- It to appear to be an exa&regular way of righteouſnefſe; And 
under all the yarieties of his righteous diſpenſations, they wait- 
ed upon him in them: Tea in the way of thy judgements have we wait- 
_ ed for thee, $&. 

In which words you have them minding themſelyes of that 
bleſſed poſtare,and frame of ſpirit the Lord put them into,under 
all his various dealings; Wewaited for thee; which with the 
conrcxt may be thus analyled. ; 

Thine. and our enzmies charge thy wayes to be anxi2ns, im- 
plicate, and iccegalar, and thence break forth and murmure,yea 
blaſpi1eme. Bac ro us whote nitads were Rayed on thee2,Complunas 
viam, thou cleareſt up all chy 'vayes, as beaucitull and regular; 
and we haye w.ated up-n thee, for thee, in them- 

| Whence this plainga:4i | 1502 ſeaſonable obferyation: 
That whenGod ws!:s in itr115e and v4ariow diſp:nſations towards bus 


ues - o : ry . o 
people, and towards vt enemies, 2 peop/e arero wait uhounim, to wilt, © 


for him. 
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In the handling of which, I ſhall firtopentheduty, ſhewing S, 
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the excellency of : his frame of fpirit; lay down the gronfds and 
reaiuns of the point ; ana to brivg it down to the diſpenſations 
welive under ) Nov ro mzke LP this frame of ſpirir 9 YOU have 
theſe choice inz: edients» | 
I. Icis a puſture ot reiyance and rowling upon God, making 
him alone cur rcck, our {alvation.cur deferce,our refugezas you 
have David (weet!y giving forth this part of it, Pſal. 62. A re- 
nouncing of all other refuges whatſoever, no calling to Xzypr, 
or Aﬀyria for aid and ſuccour ; but (trengthening themſelves in 
the rock of ages,and thence reaſoning themſelves into an affured 
ſafetie ; therefore we ſhall not be greatly muved, v: 2. of that Pſalm: 
and we ſhall not be muved: v. 6. not moved at all, as Davids ack | 
there gets ground upen God, 
This is the venture, and reſulved recumbency upon the All. 
ſufficiencie of Fehcvsh, given forth in ſo mary clear and ſtedfaſt 
promiſes, wherein he ftards recorded theunchangeable rock of 
his peopte, a refuge from the ſtorme, a ſhadow ifrcm the heat 
when the blaſt of the terrible ones is againſt the wall, v:4. of the 
former Chapter ; and as excellently given forth in that bottome 
promiſe, The «ernall Gods thy refuge, and underneath the everlaſting 
arms.Deut.33-27.Now while the great God is fulfilling thoſe upon 
the face of the eaith,in the beginnings of revenges upon his enemies, 
Deut.32.42. his right hand teaching him terrible things, and ap- 
pearing the God of his people, under all his various diſpenſati- 
ons his people ſhall »zſt iz him at all times: Pſal. 64.8. they ſhall till 
gather in their ſpirits, and anſwer all their fears, with this, we 
will wait upon him, who is our Rock, mighty and able to ſave. 
This is the firft ingredient in this frame of ſpirit, tis to have our 
minds ſtayed upon God. 2 © 
2. Tis apctture of expeCation ; Pſal.62.5. My ſul wait thou a= 
on God, for my exp«Aationu from him. A watching for God. PCal. 130.6. 
A ſtanding ſtill to ſee the ſalvation of the Lord. Not running before 
the Lord, not preſcribing unto him, or limiting him unto our 
wayes or ſeaſons; laying afide our own counſels, and inventicns, 
and waiting forthe counſell of the moſt wiſe God , having our 
eyes fixed,and ourexpeRation clear and pure upon- him. Though 
he rarry yet to wait for him: Hab. 2.3. This the ſecond ingredi- 
 entcom-ke up this frame of ſpirit, to have our expeRarion clear 
upon Gud, z 5 0 Tl 
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3. is a poſture of ſubmitting unto the Lord ; putting our 
monthes intheduſt, yee!ding unto him , even when he wrices 
Eicter things againſt us; when lie puts a cup of trembling into 
cur hands, humbling our ſelves, under his migbcy hand. Dex. 


33.3. Teahe loved the people. And all hu Saints are in thy hand, and © jo 


they ſate down at thy feet. At the feet of God, ſubmicting to the tea- 
chingsof God, and the outward diſpenſations of God. Ferome 
reads, we waited,Suſtinuimw te, we have ſuſtained God, we have 
yeelded unto thee, we have nothing to plead againſt :hee, our 
lives,our all are in thy hand.And therforeglorih: thy greatncfle 
upon us a$ is good in thine own eyes. This the third thing,a ſub- 
miſſion unto God in his various diſpenſation. 

4. Not only a ſubmiſſion but higher, tis a poſture of conten- 
tation; thou wilt keep him in pecfe& peace whole minde is ſtaied 
on thee, ver: 3. A compoſed contentedneſſe with all the wayes of 
God, that ivIvur, that tranguillity and clearneſs of tpi. it which 
gives a man the poſſeſſion of his own ſoul; A ſpiric fieed from 
reaſonings, frettings, complainings and contendings with God, 
but fercht down, and ſubdued by the mighty working of God, 
to becontented with all his various difpenfations and changes, 
how crofle ſoever to our contrivements. This the 4th, ching, A 

contentednefſe under Gods diſpenſations. 

5. Yea farther. Fifthly, Tis a poſture of admiration; ſo, 1ſa, 
25. 1. Thou art my God, I will exalt thee; T will praiſe thee, for thou baſt 
done wonderfxll things ; All the wayes of God are fall of wonders, 
and he delights to have them ſought out of a!l chat fear him, to 

' be admired in them. So Pſal.65. Praiſe waiteth for thee in Zion: his 
people wait topraiſe,and admire him in all his dealings towards 
them. I might inſtance in more particulars,but theſe take in the 

main of the duty ; Every grace of the ſpirit having its peculiar 
ating to make up this harmony of a waiting poſture; Take them 
then together. | wu | 

Thus co relye, to expe; to ſubmit to, to be contenwed, to ad- 
mire,and magnifie the wiſe and holy God, in all his dark and 
various diſpenſations, is a covenant frame of ſpiric whereby 
God entitles himſelf to any ſoul, toany people; tis, in a word, to 
havetheLord for eur God. | 

Now having opened the duty it ſelf; the next thing is to ws 

| cne: 


(43 
the point, and the grounds of it; That his people arethus to 
wait upon him, toexerciſe theſe graces, when God is in a way of 
yarious and ſecret diſpenſations towards them. 

I might fhew you the people of God freque:s in this bleſſed 
poſture, when God was making bare his arm unto them ; A Scri- 

rare Ortwoto clear ic. Sze 2 Chron.20 12. Ovur God wiltthounot 
Judge them ? for. we have no might againft thu great company that comah 
ag rant us : neither know we what to do, what then ? why, oz eyes are 
upon thee, we wait upon thee. Ss Fo 

Thus when God walked in ſuch hidfen paths to his people, 
and broughr them intoſuch ſad deprhs, Lament. 3.26. we know 
not what to do; the Propher ar lalt, in the name of the Church, 
reſolves all theirlamentations, conplaizes, and finkings into 
this polture of ſpirit; Ir # good that a man ſhould both hope, and quiet= 
Iy wait for the ſalvation of the Lord. In how many Pſalms have 
you David in bet.alf of himſelf and the Church, working his 
heart into this poſture : Pſa/.62. 1. Truly my ſil waiteth upon Gad, 
ornotwithſtanding , as the originall; abcuptly breaking forth 
fron the reaſonings of his own ſpirir, and the apprehenitons of 
the depths he was in, Be it ſo, notwithſtanding my ſoul waiteth 
upon God ; it ſhall cruſt, and hope, and ſubmit, and be contented 
with all his wayes. 

Firſt, the wayes of God are ſecret wayes, therefore his people Reaſ. 1. 
areto wait upon him in them. A way full of depths. See 1ſa. 40. 
12. Who hath meaſured the waters ? or weighed the muuntains in a ba 
lance? Sowho hath taught him inthe path of bus judgements? that is,vho 
2 of bug counſel, who can ſearch them out > He walks in the waters, 
and his paths are inthe Sea, and hy footfteps are not known : Plal. 77. 
Thy judgements are a great depth. Pſal.36.6, As in the Pſalms, fo you 
have many fall and excellent Script ires ſpeak ro rhis in the 
book of Fob T-uching the Almighty, who can find him out? Why doeſt 

 thouſtrive againſt him? for he giveth no account of his matters. Job 33.13. 
And his pucs Paul himſelf to his, oC2%o5, Rom. 11. 33-ſametimes 
he wa'ks astous, antipodes to his promiſes ( although no pro- 
vidence but is reconcileable to a promitſe) cis hard ro reconcile 
providences and promiſes, when he walks iu ſuch depths of 
wiſdom and Judgement that his people cannot diſcern him, he 

 leavesno footiteps behinde him ; And in ſach wayes he delights 
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to walk Þ, that his people way wait for him In them ; This the | 
firſt ; Golls way in his diſpenſations, is a ſecret way, therefore to 
wait upon him in them. 

2. Theway of God, though it be a ſecret way full of iavalu- 
tions, as tous; yet it is an exa@ regular way of rigbteouſnefle, 
mercy, and truth. Dext. 32.4. Hs works are perfel2, and all bu wayes 
are judgement. When Feremy would plead with God as to his Judg- 
ment, firſt he Jayes down this as moſt nnqueſtionable , that God 
wasrighteous in them all: er: 12. 1. His wa}kings may ſeem to 
us as crofſe paths thwarting one with another ; yet take them 
together, and they are all rc&itudines, all conſpiring to a moſt 
icgular, wiſc and holy end ; Though he walks in a cloud asto 
ns, yet be ſhines in the light of his own righteouſneſle; let men 
finde our to themſelves what creoked paths they pleaſe, as you 
way ſee Iſa. 49. 13. Tei God pris on righteouſneſſe @ a breaſt-plate,and 
can uſe a crooked tool to bring about a regular workz God 
with-drawing his light, he is not bound to give;and ſo he leaves 
the creature to his own wayes, and he orders a glorious end out 
of them : man through reaſonings, darknefſe, unbeliet of his 
heart ſees jt nor, yer ſtill his wayes are deliberately ordered, 
therefore his-people to wait upon him in them; thars rhe ſecond 
ground.. 

3. When God gives great mercies,when his hand is open and 
ready to poure them fo:th, he puts his people in a waiting po- 
ſture for ſuch mercies. Sec 1ſa. 30. 18. Therefore will the Lord wait 
that he may be gracicus unto yew, and therefore will be be exalted that he 
may have mercy upon you : for the Lord #9 a God of judgement. Bleſſed are 
all they that wait for him. So you have the Church moving him 
to be gracious upon this account: 1a.33-2. O Lord, be gracious wnto 
1, we have waited for thee ©: yea the moli glorious promiſe that our 
eyes are upon, hath in its fulfilling reſpe& unto thy poſture : Ta. 
49.23. And kings ſbal be thy nurſing fathers,and1beir queens thy nurſing 
mothers : they ſhall bow down to thee with their face towaras the earih, 
and lickup tbe daft of thy feet , and thou ſhalt know that 1am the Lord: 

for they ſhall not be aſhamed that wait for me. It may bz morethen_ 
gueſt, what defigne God hath towards his people, by the poſture 
they arein. He raiſeth up the ſpirits of his people to an rxp« Cta- 
tion of the mercy he gives; This might be abundantly Az 
vered. : 


BT, - 
vered by the experiences of Gods people, had Itimetoflicy ir. 

4. God reveals great ſecrets to thoſe who wait upon * ol an4 
for hit ; this another ſpeciall ground of the point. There js no- 
thing but I will make known to my ſervants the Prophets. 

As the eye of the handmaid, &c. Pſal, 123. The ſervant. thac waits 
cloſely and diligently on his maſter, knows much of his maſters 
minde and ſecrets ; So the ſoul that waits cloſely upon God, 
knows much of the minde of God. Many a precious ſecret hath 
a ſoul, that truly waics for him. 

Abraham was an humble man , that had much converſe with 
God,and he revealed that great ſecret of deſtroying Sodome and 
Gomorrah unto him. - 

1, Herevealsdire&ing ſecrets unto his people, in the 2 Chroz. 
18, good X4icaiah, who waited humbly, and cloſely upon God, 
had a ſecret revealed unto him, that Abb, if he went up to Ra- 
- moth: Gilead, he ſhould fall, and periſh in it. When there were 
foure hundred of the moſt eminent formall prophets ofthe laud 
adviſed him to go up, and God would deliver it into the Kings hand, 
ver. 10. So in that folemne waiting upon God, Chap. 20. of that 
book, when they were enquiring a right way of God, Fabhazie! 
hid a ſecret that the people ſhould go up and proſper: for God was with 
them. When his people are in great flraits, and brought into lowe 
depths, then chey waic for him, and are guided by his counſel!; 
. Agtheic eyes upon him, fo his eye upon them allo to guide them 
in all their wayes. | 
2. He reveals firengthning, refreſhing ſecrets to thoſe that 
. wait for him; P/al. 27. 14. Wait onthe Lord, and be ſball ftrengthen 
thine heart. So another choice Scripture co this, T/z. 40. laſt. Bae 
they that wait onthe Lord ſball renew their ſtrength : they ſball mount ud 
with wingg 4s eagles, they ſÞall ran and not be weary, and they ſball walk 
and not be faint. To omit many curious gloffes of ſome of the Fa- 
thers upon this Scripture, this I take to be the imporr of ic; the 
Eagles dolooſe their feathers, and cenew chem, and ſo are ſaid 
repueraſcere;to wax young againzſo the pcople of Goff under many 
faintings and finkings of ſpirit, when God walksin a cloud to- 
wards them, they renew their ſtrength by waiting upon God, 
when weary, and fainting by inward diltrefſes of ipicic, and the 
inundations and oppreſlions of enemies. Then the Lord comes in 
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with awcfi«\hing ſecret; to bearvy ther ſpirits in waiting upon 
kim. This Dozid, Pial. 150.1. Cnr rf ibe caprbs baweTeryed mntothee 
0 Lird. Put what recieved hin 3; i bel Cepths, he would wair 
UPON his Gcd, Fl Wait for the LOT, m3 ſe ti! aith nat, my fel waiteth 


for the Lord: ver. 5, 6. as h< i: there 4.Cikirg and compoling his 


ſpirit to that quicicd poſ ure. In 4 word, that ir fnite gocd God 
that reveals the greateli tecrct that ever was in heaven to his 
freinds; the ſecrer ot 13s. Covenant ct his grace. Pſa). 25.14. and 
Job. 1 5-25: Thazecabed iu frein ds, for allthat 1 have heard of my Fa- 
ther I bave made known unto 3.u. He, Ifay, that reveals that fecrer 
co a ſoul, will not acry avy oircEing , ſirengibning, reftieſting 
Pecret that is fit for that ſoul :o receive... 

This is the 4*h ground, God reveals great ſecrets tothoſe that 
wait for him. | 

5. It 1s of bleſſed exampleto all that fear God, it puts an ex- 
cellency and beauty upon godlincfſe. This uſe David makes of it. 
P)al.52. 9. I will wait on thy name, for it # good before thy Saicts. It 
is good and comely before the Saints of God, ro wait upon,. ts 
truſt, ro expe, to ſubmir,to be contented with Gods wayes; 
thats the 5th. thing,the people ot God encourage one another in 
keeping cloſe unto God, by waiting on him. 

6, The Lorde ſtay is nct long 16 thoie who wait for him). See 
ver. 20 of the Chap:of my tcxi: Come my people, erter thou into thy 
chambers, and ſÞut thy dcors about thees hide thy ſelf but for a little mo« 
ment, &c. Se Iſz 54.7.5. tor a imali moment, &c. And in a little 
wrath &c. The reaiiy voy to xeep Cad off is to murmure againſt 
his abſence ; bur qui«izy £c wair for him; isto bring him down 
with great mercies, a!« evertaſlizo x:nareſſes,as thai Scripture. This 
the lait ground | tha'i;1c0p5e to back the Argument Iam upon, 
his tay in no couditicn Go ffrull to bis people is long,thereforeto - 
wait for him. | 

Thus haveIendexveur:d tolay before yon the nature, extent, 
and exceliency ni this fiar-evui ſpirit of waiting upon God,with 
the grounds 4d reaicne oi theauty. Now I ſhall endeavour ro 
meet With ſuch cyilsthatoppoſe this trame of ſpirit,and codraw 


forth ſuch fealorablclefions, as may help in the praRice of char 


duty. 
I. If ſuch a preticus duty be Incumbent upon all the people of 
f | ods 
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God thus to wait upon him under his various diſpenſatiens; ic 
then meets with fouregreat and abounding evils too rife mong 
us. 1. NegleAiing the diſpenſations of God. 2. Miſapplying them. 
3. Mirmaring againſt them. 4. Our prcſcribings troGod. 

1. Neglteting, regardleſly fighting the ftrange, and various 
judgoine:its and acalings of God with ns. Theſe you have deſcri- 
be.1 at the 19. 11, an I2. verſes of thechap. of my text, when 
the indoements of Gud ure in the earth, they will not learn riphtenuſ< 
nefſe, re:i.er the rizxhceoutnetſe of God in the world, nor ripghte- 
oOifſrejie for themi-lves. 

"That wit! ot behoid the Majeſty of the Lord, breaking forth 
the giory "if his judgements in the world : That when his hang is 
l; fied xp, they will not ſee; they will not, they will not, denoting. 
even an atter obſtinacy, and obdarateneſle of ſprrir, hardening 
theic faces againſt the mighty God. -I might give many Scrip- 
tures to diſcover the wretched condition of ſuch, need I more 
then what is ſaid ef them v: 14. They are dead, they ſhall not live; 
Though yet living, yer but as dead men in Gods account; they 
are deceaſcd, they ſhall nor riſe; riſe no more,bur vilited,deſtroy- 
ed, and all their memory periſh. 

Are there not mulricudes, multitudes to be found (much to be 
feared) even given up to ſuch a deep ſleep, ſuch a ſencelefle, fiu- 
pid obduration of heart, while God is powring forth bis. vials. 
—__s  .  ;, ---- 

What heart in any meaſure affe&ed with the honour of the. 
great God, can chooſe bur be altoniſhed, and tremble to hear 
and obſerve their Atheitticall darings of God, braving it our. 
againſt him, and too many, alas, of the gallaniry of our Nation, 
as they ſtile themſelves, men, as to a preſenc diſcerning,itolved 
upon the pleaſures of fin for a ſeaſon, and wi'l venture for eter- 
nity : that give not themſelves the leaſure to cenfider where they 
are, to refl:& upon titemſc! ves, bur patſe from one dark delight 

to another,to itjfle natucall conſcience, and to drown th-nre'v es 
in their luſts, that the fear of an avenging Gud may nur. !:fze 
npan them. Ah, oh fearlefle fouls ! ſeek ye ext of the beck of the 

Lord, and read, Iſa. 34-16. what vials of wrath arc there fto.ed up, 
and are now began to be powred forch ; now the itdignaiihn. of 
the Lord is upon all nations, now he is come forth of bis j/ace. jo 
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omg nnprnres of the earth : yer: the laſt of the Chap of my 
Lext. When no place for your excelle of riot, whac wil! you do in 
the day of Gods viſitation? what will you plead to che d: :adtull 
Ged? oh, fall down at his feet, and vilit him, while he is viſiting 
you, leaſt he tear you peices, and there be none ts deliver; Theſe are 
yet ſo far from having any thing codo with the duty of the text, 
that tis but a derifion wich them ; this the fuſt thing utcerly ce 
pugnant to theleffon in hand. ; 

2. It meets with our miſapplying the judgements and diſpen- 
ſations of God, when the enemies of God, and his people fhall 
ſeem to lean _ the Lord, Is not the L»rd amongſt f Micha3.11.Yea 
many that fear God have ſure been coo bulte here, too bufie with 
the ſanuary of God, with the ſecrets of his counſel},the depths 
of his walkings cowards us; If we would ierve providence in- 
tentionally and regularly, it muſt be in Gods way , ſutable to 
his revealed will ; but when God walks in the waters, there we 
cannot follow him :we can cnely ſtand fill, and admire him, 
and wait upon him. Though the depths of providence are to be 
wiſely confidered of, God, I ſay, tobe admired in them, yet not 
to be too bulie in unwarrantablepryings into,and determinings 
of his counſell, and ſo miſapplying his glorious diſpenſations. 

Thus, we ſhould attend upon the Lord with lefſe diftra&ion, 
we ſhould be more ſteady in our waies,then weare,yea we ſhould 
more comfortably waitupon our God ,' then we do. This the 
ſecond. 

3- It meets with our murmurings againſt the ſtrange and va- 
rious diſpenſations of God, our repinings, reaſonings,zſtuations 
_ of ſpirir, againſt his ſecret wayes, ſome of a higher nature tobe 
joyned with the former rank of men , growing up to an Arheii- 
call accufing the very righteouſnefle of Gad , in his permiſſive 
orig prOrlognes in the gceatrevolutions that we hive been 
under. Bat I leave ſuch to what I have ſaid before. Iſh .1l ſpeak 
to thele leffer mixtures of theſe murmurings, even with thoſe. 
that fear God ; Murmuring hath like a ſeccet canker, even eat 
out of the ſpirits of many this ſubmiſſive contented waiting up- 
on Gad ; how rife and abounding thz(c are, our own mounts ac- 
cuſe us one to another. This is a very great diltemper of ipiric 
among us; oh what intemperate ( to fay no more) repiings, 
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(11) 
reaſonings,iinpatient frettings againſt the preſent diſpenfations 
ot God to acds ur; and truly theſe do nor terminate upon men, 
but breok through men, and ere you are aware, fall foule upon 
God himſelf. See Exod: 16.8. 

Give me leave, I beſeech you, a little to argue wich you; Whar 
If there are ſtrange turnings of things upſide down.,the Lord ftain- 
ing the pride of all the glory of the Nation, whoſe glorious beauty uu as a fa- 
ding flower? Iſa. 28. 1. What if the waycs of God be fall of ſtraits 
in the hands of men, cannot betraced by you? yea more, what 
if you ſay you cannor reconcile the exa& righteouſnefſe of God, 
to the crocked paths of men? will you thence fret, and murmure, 
and charge Gcd tooliſhly ? Let me be bold to tel] you, you dono 
better, by the impatient complains you are ſtill powring forth; 
let me ask you ; Is not every diſpenſation regular as to God, and 
wiſely ordered by his counſell? why then do you not ſubmit with *- 
contentation of ſpirit unto the Lord, laying your mouths in the 
duſt, juſtifying him with filence, but thus countend with God? 
for the Judge of all the world, cannot but do juſtly. 

j Yer further, Iinall be more cloſe with you ; whats became of 
EE your tears and prayers that you mingled, and breathed ap to 
WAS heaven in the dayes of your hardſhip? whats become of the fre- 

quent ret:ewings your ſtrength in the Lord ? Yea whats become 
of the &.agnified experiences of the preſence of a gratious God 
with you? crying, Jet this God be our God even unto death; muſt 
al! theſe be cancelled and reniembred no more; be all loſt and 

2 miſpent, brcauſc the Lord walks not in ſuch wayes that you 

PT woulg preſcribe him, anſwers not your expeations? 

144). "Oi Yea what jOokings back umo#x3pt, and wiſhing our (elves 
et there again, becauſewe areKepr ſolung in the wildernefle , and 
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oE--. Laſtly, whats become of your ancient zeal for the Lord Chriſt, 
= his Goſpel, ordinances, and peoplz? which was ſo freſh and live- 
ST iy, when you ficſt vowed and profeſſed your ſelves to be the 
SAS: . Lords people? what faintings and flaggings to be found with 
LE ſuch-, whoſe zeal for the Lo: d of holis was uſed to warm the 
Wa hearts and aftcQions of others; even to a giving-up of the work 
LS of the Lord ? Is this to wait upon our God ? to haveour expeRa- 
a tions lively and pure vpon him? cruly, tis no more,nor lefle, then 
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to livenpon God:no-longer ; not-to walt upon him any longer, 
ec” we cannar diſcern nor finde ont the depths of his wayes. 
Were the inſide of oyr.murmurings opened, they would be dif- 
covered to havealſtheſe mixtures in them; oh what have we loſt 
by theſe repinings? how.are they gone up 'ike a cloud,and eclipſe 
thelight and beanty of the wayes of Gud from us? yea how are 
they like to keep us in the wildernefle, we b-ing now at the wa- 
ters of Marah,and that none of us,who came out of Mzypr, ſhould 
ever {ce the Canaan we expeQ? We are now ind-cd juit in che 
conditian as the people of God, ſet forth in Pſzl. 106. a') thoſe 
wilderneſſe provocations to be charged on us : ſoun fr zetting the 
works of God, and not waiting for his counſell. v. 13, 14. Provoking bim 
with our inventions: v.29. Going ill with Moſes for our ſakes,v.32. Thus 
wehave followed our own counſels and inven:ious, and have 
not waited for the counſell of the Lord. And this leads me to the 
_ 4th, evil, which is to be reprooved; our preſcribings to God ; the 
next thing. | 
How bufie hath every one been, and now is, to preſcribe to 
God in his dealings towardsus, even to mend every diſpenſa- 
tion of God; it had been better thus, or twere better thus; Is not 
this to limit the hely one of Iſrael, to preſcribe to him? Oh, how 
full of theſe inventions are we? As if we were to fic in counſell 
with che great God, or as it God were togive an account of his 
wayes tous; plainly, every one, a{moſt, hath a Church and State . 
in this head ; and.if his way take not, all's loſt. Thus what do. 
we, but even call intoqueltion the government ang ſoveraignty 
of God'in the world, we would be inftruors of God, or ingeed 
God's to our ſelves. And fiuwtetmedemand of. you, as inthe - . Withu 
preſence of God, the diſcerner of all dug heetz,zwhether all cheſe - «- : {ty 
evils may not ina great meaſure be cha#ged upon us this day? + Mdilim 
and are not as a cloud witneſſes agaiaſt us? and then tell me, is 
not this the way to kindle the-Wrarh of the Lord againſt his 
people, and coprovuke him to abhor his own inheritance, v. 40..- 
of Pſal. 106. Oh, in a word, Is this to have our truſt, our expe&a«-]. 
tion, our ſubmiſſion, our co:.tentation, our admiration cowards 
our moſt wiſe and gracious God? Is this all the fruic of his own- 
ing us his inhericance, and our owning and atteſting him,ia the 
face of ail the world, co be our Gud fur eyer? Surely the Lord 
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:-: Iooked for other things at our hands, —© 
"”” ThusT haveendeavoured to ſet before you the evils thK eat 
-  outtheheartand life of this grace, and duty of waiting upon 
God, and ſhall leave you to the ſearching and proving your own 
hearts and wayes, and tobring them to the great retiner Jeſus 
* Chriſt, that they may be purged away ; And indeed were alt of 
ES us as bufic about the depths of our own hearts, as we are about 
SE depths that are beyond, and above us, we ſhould ſee more of the 
RF. glory of Godin all his diſpenſations then we do,the Lord would 
EI moredelight in us, to reveal himſelf unto us. 
f. That which remains then will be an Exhortation, backt with Bs, 
+ Come fewdire&ions, that may help us in the excerciſe aad fras Exbort: 
- ming ourſpirits tothe gracious poſture of waiting upon him. 
= Lc us, as hath been ſhewed,be convinced of all the evils that op- 
SEES  poſc it, that they bring a great deformity upon a Chriſtian, and 
Re conſider what a luſtre and beauty this grace adorns our profeſ- 
, RY *. fion with; how ſutable tothe ſoveraginty of the Lord, and to the 
ma experiences we havehad of him; andſolaying ourſelves hum- 
8 bly and compoſedly at his footſtool , quietly waiting that he 
SALT: may be gracious unto us, I ſhall humbly offer ſome brief dire- 
- - tions, and ſolecave it to the Lord to work ic upon your ſpirits. 
:.. TI, Whateverthewayes of men appear to youto be, look be- 
#. yond themyſtay not in them ; hence iffueth much of our diſquiet- 
-  nefle, that we look not beyond Inſtruments; but lifting up our 
F eyes upon him, ler us fall a juſtifying the righteous God, what 
 everthe pathgof men are; True and righteous are thy judgements, is 
= thc hallelujah of heaven, whervthe vials are powring forth, and 
——_: o it houldbe the return--of the Saints onearth ; let mendo 
k & what they will, thegYanothing but in Gods havd;cthough their 
HHS. cnds do nn rolls his; this rhe firſt. 
&. - 2. Lerusnotalwayesgo aboutto-bring down God to us, I 
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>. mean the heights and depths of God to our reaſonings ; this is 


*ze that looſech as before we are aware, and makes us at ſuch 
bz lofle with God; tis ſafer to ſay with David, Sxch knowledge 14 tos 
= wonderfull for me, I cannot attain it : Beware of being too buſic with 
= the ſanfuary of God, tis the way to makt him walk at a greater 
$*” diſtance from us. TT | 
-”. 3-Letus be ſiilla caſting either way axto events, and be con- 
b | TG » tegted 
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keep his way. Pſal. 37.34 
5. To conſtderthe abſolute ſoy 
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ſeverall motions and concamerationg, their ſeverall ordertngs,. 
and their end in which they center 3 fee 1 Sam.2.3, Talk no more ſo 
exceeding proudly, let not arrogancie came out of your mowpb : for the Lord 
is @ God of knowledge, and by bim ations are weighed." How haſtic and 
inconſiderate ſvever men may be in their cranſaQ&ions, yet by 
him thoſe very aQions are wiſely weighed, © -- | 
7. Toconcentre, and gather in all our wandring diſcuſſions 
| intothis period, that the Almighty ſoveraignty and. wiſdom of 
; theLordareborh engaged to work in a way of mttcy, goqtttieſs 
r, and loze forhis people,toall that thus wait upon him ; may we 
- "reaſon thus? what ? a peoplein covenant with God , and have' 
- hard thoughts of him, and bereaſoning againſt his methods of 
5. providence ? weigh that Scripture, Ezek. 24.v: laft: Ti (ball know 
FE that I bave not done without cauſe, all that T have done.in it. ,Oh.could 
E - wethos wait, as a people In covenant, - we ſhould ar Jail diſcover - 
{ that God hath not done without cauſe, all that is doneupon us; 
+. thathchad weighty reaſons for al his various and wnexp&d 
\ diſpenſations towards us;all in orfler to the fulfilling of excellent” 
= promiſes upon us. ” _ E Ms 
2.4. And now, to cloſe all in a word or two ; what a luſtre and ex- 
cellency would this grace, theexe: ciſc of it,derive ovpon all that 
fear God; And at what a deploraþlediftance doth the-want of it 
ſet us at with'our God,that we know not what to do: we fear a ſnare 
where ever we tread. Oh there is nothing inthe world but this 
will bring down the Lord to delight and dwell with us, tomake 
us his inheritance, to-go beforeus in the wildernefle we are in, 
till we ſhalibe at his feet in this poſture, and willing to follow 
him where ever he ſhall lead vs. ho 
| , Thefpiricsof thoſe in the Nation who have owned the Lord 
| for their God, do caſt different aſpeAs, ſome for great and glori- 
. ousthings, ready for a new Jeruſalem, eyen full of expeQarion 
_. tofing the ſong of the chapter of the text, Fe have a ſtrong City, - 
- . and God 14 appointing ſalvation for bulwarks : others, (and tis ſad to 
© mention you inſuch diſtin& chara&ers) that we are like to paſle 
. through another:fire to it,if ever at all we haveit. by” 
I dare not calculate the ſecret diſpenſations we lye under,but, 
\ astothe ſymptomes that are at preſent upon us, ſurely. the hol 
.- God will ſome way or other purge out, in ſome meaſure; the ſelF+ 
0] M leckings, 
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 Ceekings, heart burnings, animofities, murmurings, reaſonings;} 
 Hewillbringus into trait paghs, and raiſe up our ſpirics quietly - 
__ towait for the mercies he will give forth, ..as hath been ſhewed. 
 Whateyerthe Lord hath codouppn us (now he is come out of 
his place, ſurely to bring abour a work, aſtrange work*+ Iſ2.28.21.) 
ſay, what ever it be, twill be our wiſedome to have our loyns 
girt, and ourlamps burning. Which is the waiting poltureheld 
th by our blefled Lord in che Goſpe!, ſtreogthned in che Lord, 
and ſhining in the beautie of-hglines; that we may enter: 4t3ghe: 


eons nation png trath, with our minds ſtayed upon” him, making 

 himour everlaſting#ſirength, having quiecly: and contentedly: 
waiced for him ; and then we ſhall fing; Lo'this i ou? @:d, webave 
waited for bim, and he will ſave mw: Thit# the Loud; we have waited' 
for him, we will rejoyce, and beglad in'hut ſalvation. Ia 25595 <; + 
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